NICHD: AAP workshop on neonatology research and training areas of research in neonatal gastroenterology.
Future research in neonatal and developmental gastroenterology should include inquiry well beyond finding a cure or better preventative measures against necrotizing enterocolitis. The gastrointestinal (GI) tract acts not only as a digestive-absorptive organ; it also serves major endocrine and neural functions. It encompasses a vast surface area exposed to the external environment and plays a major role in both innate and adaptive immunity. Numerous short- and long-term health benefits could be derived from a better understanding of the developing GI tract.